DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

heroine takes a situation as housemaid, and remains
permanently unidentified. But soon old Balmoral
Castle became too small for the growing family.
She and Albert had each a private sitting-room, but
there were only two reception-rooms in the house, a
dining-room and a billiard-room, and the Minister in
attendance had to do his work in his bedroom. She
purchased it with an estate of 25,000 acres, and Albert
planned yet another Paradise for her. Down came
the little Scotch Castle and in its place there rose
from his architectural designs a more royal abode
built of granite, and bristling with turrets and mono-
grams. It was all Albert's creation, and in their
picnics and great expeditions and their intercourse
. with the Highlanders the Queen passed the happiest
months of the year. The new Castle was ready for
habitation in 1855, and, like Osborne, was the
Queen's personal possession, and its woods and forests
were uncontrolled by any meddlesome Govern-
mental Department.

Prince Albert had a great gift for organization.
He had put a stop to the prodigiously wasteful house-
keeping'in the Royal Palaces, and during these years
the Queen had kept up the due splendour of the
Crown, purchased two large estates at Osborne and
Balmoral, building and furnishing thereon family
residences, and had magnificently entertained many
Royal visitors from foreign countries without asking
the country to contribute to that great expense : all
had been paid out of the Civil List. In 1852 she had
come into a substantial private windfall, when a
certain Mr, John Camden Nqild left her his entire
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